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َِن الرَِّحيمِ  ِمْسِب اهلِل الرَّْحم

بمَتُ 
َ
َرم إِنَّ َشانِئََك ُهَو األ ثََر فََصلِّ لَِربَِّك َواْنم َطينَاَك الَكوم عم

َ
إِنَّا أ



What is Kawthar?

• A major opinion is that it is the name of one of the rivers of Paradise. 
It is described in some hadith as having banks of gold, a bed of pearls 
and rubies, its water whiter than milk and sweeter than honey, and its 
soil more fragrant than musk (al-Tabari).

• A hadith related to Sayyidna ‘Aisha says that none puts their fingers 
into their ears except that the sound that they hear is the ripples of 
the waters of al-Kawthar.



What is Kawthar? cont.

• Another major opinion is that Kawthar means an abundance of 
goodness, as the word comes from the roots ر-ث-ك .

• In this line of thought some said the goodness is the office of 
prophethood itself which was sealed by the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص.

• Others said this abundance of good is the Qur’an and knowledge and 
wisdom.

• Some have said that the overabundant goodness includes the river of 
Paradise previously mentioned



What is Kawthar? cont.

• The last major opinion from the hadith literature is that Kawthar is 
the name of the Pool of the Prophet.

• The Pool is one of the elect gifts given by Allah to the Prophet on the 
Day of Judgment. It is described in the hadith as stretching the 
distance from Yemen to Amman, several thousand kilometers.

• Recall that those who drink from it will have their wounds from 
crossing the Sirat healed, and that they will no longer feel thirst ever 
again after drinking its waters.



What are the Two Commands in this Surah?

• Allah tells us two specific commands in the second ayah
• َصلِّ لَِربَِّك 
• َرم  َواْنم

• The first command is about prayer, and some of the scholars were of 
the opinion that this is an encouragement to pray every prayer on 
time.

• The second command has many interpretations, among them to put 
ones right hand over the left in prayer, to raise ones hands to the 
height of their neck, or to sacrifice, especially for the sunnah of 
slaughtering an animal on the Day of Eid.



What are the Two Commands? cont.

• Some scholars have taken both commands together to indicate the 
order of events on the Day of Eid al-Adha, i.e. pray first and then 
sacrifice as a display of gratitude for Allah who has given you plenty.

• Some have mentioned that the crux of the ayah is the central word 
 and thus the ayah is telling us to make our prayer and our ,لَِربَِّك 
sacrifice for our Caretaker, Allah, as the pagan Arabs used to pray and 
sacrifice for other than Him.



What are the Two Commands? cont.

• A final interpretation is that this entire surah is speaking about the 
events surrounding Hudaybiyah, when the Muslims led by the 
Prophet came from Medinah to Makkah, but they were blocked from 
entering the city by the Makkans. A major treaty was signed during 
this time between the Prophet and the Makkans.

• This Surah is an injunction by Allah that what they were seeking is 
theirs, i.e. Kawthar, and that they should proceed by praying on the 
outskirts of Makkah and sacrificing their animals as they had 
originally intended to do.



What is the Outcome?

• The surah ends with the declaration ‘The one who despises you will 
be cut off.’

• The word شانئ is stronger than enemy, it is a person whose heart 
harbors vehement hatred for someone. 

• Such a person will be cut off, reviled, despised, and lowered. Some 
hadith mention that some of the opponents of Islam used to refer to 
the Prophet as having been dejected and cut off from his people, so 
this is Allah’s defense of His Prophet.



Reflections from the First Ayah

• In this ayah, Allah is informing us of the plenty that we have.
• How much do we have that we are not grateful for? Can we count our 

blessings?

• Just like a river keeps on flowing, have our blessings ever stopped? Are we 
grateful for our existence? Our mind, our body? Our sanity? The good deeds 
we are able to do? Isn’t being able to thank Allah, to ponder, reflect, learn, 
and grow its own blessing that we need to show gratitude for?

• Why is the first thing that we repeat in every rak’ah of prayer that we ever 
perform ‘Praise belongs to Allah’?



Reflections from the First Ayah. cont.

• Reflect on the following hadith:

ُر قََدَماُه َفَقالَتم ََعئِشَ ملسو هيلع هللا ىلصَعنم ََعئَِشَة رَِِضَ اهلُل َعنمَها أنَّ انلَِِّبَّ  ُة لَِم ََكَن َيُقوُم ِمَن اللَّيمِل َحَّتَّ َتتََفطَّ
 
َ
ِحبُّ أ

ُ
فَََل أ

َ
َر قَاَل أ خَّ

َ
َم ِمنم َذنمِبَك َوَما تَأ نَُع َهَذا يَا رَُسوَل اهلِل َوقَدم َغَفَر اهلُل لََك َما َتَقدَّ  نم تَصم

َ
ُكوَن أ

(متفق عليه)َعبمًدا َشُكوًرا 

“The Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص used to stand the night until his feet would blister. A’ishah, رِض اهلل عنها, said to 

him, ‘Why do you do this, O Messenger of Allah ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, when Allah has forgiven what precedes and 

follows of your mistakes?’ He ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص replied, ‘Should I not love to be a grateful servant?’”



Reflection from the Second Ayah

• Pray and Sacrifice for your Caretaker. Make sure that your focus on 
everything that you do is for your Caretaker.

• Prayer is the core of our connection with Allah. As Allah says, 
“Establish the prayer for my Remembrance.” Taha, 18. The first thing 
we will be asked about in our grave is prayer.

• There is no growth without sacrifice. The meaning of zakah is 
originally growth, even though it involves giving from what you have. 
The blessings of the fast come from withholding from our needs. 
Prayer is the ultimate sacrifice of ones time.



Reflection from the Second Ayah. cont. 

• Imam al-Shafi’i says:

نم ُتَفاِرقُهُ  دم ِعوًَضا َعمَّ يَذ الَعيِش ِِف انلََّصِب َسافِرم ََتِ َوانمَصبم فَإِنَّ ََلِ
“Struggle, for the sweetest life is in struggle.”

• There are many things we as Muslims have chosen to give up, such as 
gambling, alcohol, etc. but when is the last time we looked at these 
things as a sacrifice for Allah? As a means of growth to connect to 
Allah?

• Notice that another name for sacrifice in Arabic is قربان from the roots 
ب-ر-ق which means to draw close.



Reflection from the Second Ayah. cont. 

• Shaykh Ramadan al-Bouti اهللُ رَِْحَهُ  mentions that there are two central 
themes summarizing our struggle as human beings and dealing with 
our souls and egos: 1) determination in our quest to please Allah and 
humble ourselves before him, and 2) realizing and announcing our 
utter need and poverty to Allah. He mentions that these two are 
summarized in the ayah  ُتَِعي بُُد َوإِيَّاَك نَسم إِيَّاَك َنعم from al-Fatiha.

• Notice how these two themes are seemingly answered in this ayah. 
When we declare, “ بُدُ إِيَّاكَ  َنعم ” Allah answers “ لَِربَِّك فََصلِّ  ”. When we say 
“ تَِعيُ إِيَّاكَ  نَسم ” Allah answers “ َرم .”َواْنم

• Allah says: “Those who struggle for us, we will surely guide them upon 
our pathways.” Ankabut, 69.



Reflection from the Third Ayah

• What does anger do to a person? Is it something that builds us up or 
something that breaks us down? Will Allah destroy someone due to 
the person’s anger, or will the person destroy themselves? Is anger a 
punishment in and of itself?

• Why did the Prophet tell us not to be angry three times in a hadith.

• What does it mean to be cut off? Without prayer and sacrifice for Our 
Caretaker, what do we have at the end of the day?

• As a famous saying goes, “What has he found who has lost You, and 
what has the lost who has found You?”



Reflection from the Surah

• Imam al-Razi points out the comparison of this surah to the last 
surah, al-Ma’un:

Trait Surah al Kawthar Surah al Ma’un Trait

اجلود ثَرَ ) َطيمنَاَك المَكوم عم
َ
(إِنَّا أ َتِيمَ ) ( يَُدعُّ اْلم

ِكيِ ) مِمسم (َوََل ََيُضُّ لََعَ َطَعاِم ال ابلخل
ادلوام لَع 

العبادة (فََصلِّ ) يَن ُهمم َعنم َصََلتِِهمم َساُهونَ ) ِ (اَلَّ ترك العبادة
اإلخَلص (لَِربَِّك ) يَن ُهمم يَُراُءونَ ) ِ (اَلَّ الرياء

ةاحلث لَع الزاك َرم ) (َواْنم مَماُعونَ ) نَُعوَن ال (َوَيمم املنع من الزاكة



Reflection from the Surah

Levels of the Body Corresponding Element Levels of the Cosmos

Spirit (Ruh) Light Heavens

Soul (Nafs) Fire (In-Between) Intermediate Realm

Body (Jism) Earth (Darkness) Earth

The Verse Corresponding to the Spirit

َطيمنَاَك الَكوثَرَ  عم
َ
إنّا أ

The Verse Corresponding to the Soul

َرم  فََصلِّ لَِربَِّك َواْنم
The Verse Corresponding to the Body

بمَتُ 
َ إِنَّ َشانِئََك ُهَو األم


