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OUTLINE

▷ Composite Simile تشبیھ التمثیل

▷ Distributed Simile ق تشبیھ ُمَفرَّ

▷ Inverted Simile التشبیھ المقلوب
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Composite and 
Distributed Similes



The similes we have looked at in the previous two 
chapters have mostly involved a simple comparison 
on the basis of one shared characteristic (the 
manner of resemblance و ا ). 

Now, we turn to look at comparisons where the 
 is made up of more than a simple, unitary و ا

comparison.
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لُوا التَّْوَراةَ ثُمَّ لَْم یَْحِملُوھَا َكَمثَِل اْلِحَماِر یَْحِمُل  َمثَُل الَِّذیَن ُحمِّ
أَْسفَاًرا

● The point is not to compare the transgressing Jews to 
donkeys (in terms of stupidity, or some other characteristic) 

● The intended resemblance is derived only from the composite 
picture of tiring oneself by carrying something from which 
one does not benefit.

● If one were to remove ر ر or أ  from the comparison, or 
remove the relationship between them, the desired 
comparison would be lost. 
○ All of the elements must be remain in place for the 

desired effect.
● This type of comparison is called a tamthīl (Tashbīh 

Murakkab). 
○ In contrast, the simple similes we have encountered 

previously are called Tashbīh Mufrad.
●

●
●
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Composite Simile

Tashbīh al-Tamthīl (Simile of Depiction), also called Tamthīl 
Murakkab (Composite Simile): is one in which the similarity being 
described ( َ َ  is derived / extracted from a composite (of two or (و ا
more entitites).

● If the و ا is a single entity, then it is Tashbīh Mufrad 
(Unitary Simile)

6



د * أعالُم یاقوٍت نُِشرَن على  ب أو تصعَّ وكأن ُمحَمرُّ الشقیق إذا تصوَّ
ِرماٍح ِمن َزبَرَجد

“It is as if the red poppy anemones, when they fall or rise,
Are banners of ruby stretched out on spears of chrysolite.”

The point is not merely to compare to ruby and chrysolite; 
rather the elements come together in a specific arrangement to 
give a composite picture of flags of precious stones waving in 
the wind. This would be lost if we remove one or more 
element.
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Reasons for using Composite Similes

Tashbīh al-Tamthīl is more expressive, in that it draws the 
listener's attention and makes him/her think, so that the effect it 
produces on him/her is greater and more memorable. 

▷ The Qur'ān makes abundant use of the parable (tamthīl)
نَ ُ ِ َ ْ ّ ٱ َ إ ُ ِ ْ َ  َ ِس ۖ وَ ّ ِ  َ ُ ِ ْ َ  ُ َ ْ ْ َ ٱ ْ ِ وَ

And these examples We present to the people,
but none will understand them except those of knowledge. 

(Qur'ān, 29:43)

▷ Parables feature prominently (estimated one-third) in the 
Gospels attributed to Jesus.
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Distributed Simile
● Having more than one aspect of resemblance between two 

things does not automatically result in a Composite Simile. 
● If the comparison involves more than one attribute of a single 

entity, it is not Tashbīh al-Tamthil as long as the order of those 
attributes is not important, and one of them could be dropped 
without affecting the validity of what remains. 
○ In this case, it is referred to as Tashbīh Mufarraq 

(Distributed Simile).
م  اع ا  ّ و **  ج ا أر  و 

A night like the waves of the sea lowered its drapes
Over me, with varieties of worries, in order to test

"Darkness" is conceptually independent from "fear"; one could liken 
"night" to "wave" on the basis of only "darkness," or only "fear" and 
the simile would not lose validity.
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Distributed Simile

Tashbīh Mufarraq (Distributed Simile), is a simile in 
which a composite is likened to another composite, but 
in such a way that each element in the tenor ( ّ ) is 
likened to exactly one element in the vehicle (  ّ )
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The Inverted Simile



▷ Does not involve composite or multiple resemblances
▷ Involves switching the sequence of the  and  

The Inverted Simile ب   is one where 
the subject and object are interchanged, as a form of hyperbole.

ن ا و
The person's face is suggested to be the standard for radiance

ءه ّن ا 
The person's generosity is suggested to be more vast than the sea

Inverted Simile
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EXERCISES 5
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End of Lesson
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